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Amendments to the Claims; 



This hsting of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the present 
application: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A postal dispatch system which dispat<5iies randomly arranged 
containers of sorted mail to particular dispatch carts, comprisip^g/ 

I /! 

a sortation conveyor having a mai n conveying line defined by a conveying surface and 



sorted 



conv e ying that conveys randomly arranged containers of sorfed mail, said conveying surface 
comprising at least one of conveyor rollers and a conveyinn belt; 

a plurality of spurs extending generally horizontally from at least one side of said main 
line in th e dir e ction of particular dispatch carts , said'ni'ain line including a plurality of- a 
diverter m e chanism mechanisms, each of said diveiter^mee^anisms being positioned at each 
an associated one of said spurs, said diverter mec^^^sms being positioned along said 

conveying surface and being operable to selectively divert containers generally horizontally 

/ /' / / 

from said conveying surface onto the associated/one offeaid spurs; and 

at least one transport mechanism which^transport^^containers from each of said spurs to 
a particular dispatch cart juxtaposed with that spu r' said at least one transport mechanism that 
removes containers from each of said spurs/ moves the removed containers generally 
vertically to a position adiacent to an opening in the particular dispatch cart, and inserts the 
removed containers into the opening in ttie particular dispatch cart . 



Claim 2 (previously amended): ThQ^ system according to claim 1, 

wherein said at least one transport mechanism is automatically operated and said carts 



are hand-operated. 



Claim 3 (previously amended): The system according to claim 1, 
wherein said conveyinj Surface is a continuous loop. 
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Claim 4 (previously amended): The system according to claim /I, 

including another diverter mechanism which diverts containers from a feed line onto 
said conveying surface. 



Claim 5 (previously amended): The system according to claim 1, 

wherein said at least one transport mechanism lojwers containers from each of said 
spurs to a subjacent cart associated with that spur. 



Claim 6 (previously amended): The system according/to claim 1, 

wherein said at least one transport mechanisy includes a plurality of stationary 
transport mechanisms, one associated with each of said spurs. 




Claim 7 (previously amended): The system according to claim 1, 

wherein said at least one transport rpechanism travels between plural ones of said 

spurs. 



Claim 8 (previously amended): The system according to claim 1, 

wherein said at least one transport mechanism raises^a subjacent cart associated with 
that spur to the level of that spur and moves containers'directly from the spur to the cart. 



Claim 9 (previously amended): The system according Ito claim 1, 

wherein said transport mechanism includes an extendable support member and a 
vertical lift, said extendable support member being adapted to retrieve containers from said at 
least one of said spurs and to insert containers to the associated cart, said vertical lift being 
adapted to move said support member between the vertical level of said one of said spurs and 
the vertical level of the associated cart. 



Claim 10 (previously amended): The system according to claim 9, 

wherein said extendable support jmember includes a plurality of fingers which comb 
between portions of said at least one of said spurs below containers supported on that spur. 
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Claim 1 1 (previously amended): The system according to cj^aim 10, 

wherein said spur includes a conveying surface made up of a plurality of roller 
members and wherein said fingers comb between said roller members. 



Claim 12 (previously amended): The system according to claim 10, 

wherein said vertical lift elevates said fingers upwardly in order to retrieve a container 
from said one of said spurs and elevates said fingers downwardly in order to insert a container 
to the associated cart. 



Claim 13 (previously amended): The system according to claim 9, 

wherein said extendable support member i^ extended according to a controlled 
acceleration profile. 




Claim 14 (previously amended): The system according to claim 13, 

wherein said extendable support member is extended by a variable frequency motor. 



systerrt/accbrdi 



Claim 15 (previously amended): The systerrt/according to claim 9, 
wherein said vertical lift is servo conrrcriled. 



Claim 16 (previously amended): The system according to claim 1, 

including a plurality of said transport mechanisms, wherein each of said transport 
mechanisms is inhibited from operation/when a cart serviced by that transport mechanism is 
being replaced. 




Claim 17 (previously amended): They system according to claim 16, 

wherein other transport mecyanisms are not inhibited from operation when one of said 
transport mechanisms is inhibited from operation. 
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Claim 18 (previously amended): The system according to clairnj, 

wherein said conveying surface is defined by a plurality of pov^ered rollers. 



Claim 19 (previously amended): The system according to according to claim 1, 

wherein each of said diverter mechanisms is a pop-up diverter, said pop-up diverter 
being operable to raise one or more diverter portions to convey a container positioned at said 
pop-up diverter in a direction which is generally transverse to the conveyor direction. 



Claim 20 (previously amended): The system according to claim 1, 

wherein said spurs are arranged on both sid^ of said conveying surface and wherein 
each of said diverter mechanisms is bidirectional. 




Claim 21 (previously amended): The system according to claim 1, 

including an alignment device positioned adjacent each of said carts which aligns 
containers being inserted to the associated ca^ 




Claim 22 (previously amended): The system' according to claim 21, 
wherein said alignment device is funn/l shaped. 



Claim 23 (previously amended): The system' according^o claim 10, 

wherein said fingers are extendable horizontally in order to engage a container. 

Claim 24 (previously amended): The system according to claim 10, 

wherein said extendable support member further includes a stripper member 
extendable horizontally independently of said fingers in order to slide containers off of said 
fingers. 



Claim 25 (previously amended): ^le system according to claim 1, 

including a plurality of cart areas, each of said cart areas having an enclosure with a 
movable gate that can be selectively opened, said movable gates being selectively opened at 
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some of said cart areas to allow for removal of the carts at said some of said cart areas while 
other carts in other of said cart areas are being loaded,/ 

Claims 26-3 1 (canceled) 




Claim 32 (previously added): The system accordin^^ claim 1, 

wherein said conveying surface is define^dj>y a line shaft conveyor. 



